
Quaker House, Geneva
15 November 2018

Physical	
  Fences	
  and	
  Digital	
  Divides:
A	
  GDP	
  Investigation	
  into	
  the	
  Role	
  of	
  Social	
  Media	
  in	
  the	
  
Context	
  of	
  Migration	
  Control

Presentation	
  by	
  Tom	
  Rollins	
  &	
  Michael	
  Flynn



globaldetentionproject.org

GDP Mission



globaldetentionproject.org

GDP Map of Detention Sites



0
2
4
6
8

10

1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

Migrants detained

Total Asylum seekers Total Detained

globaldetentionproject.org

Detention Centers around the World 
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GDP DATABASE: The Global Immigration Detention Observatory
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“Re-imagining Digital Tech in an Age of Immigration Control
“
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Part	
  III	
  of	
  “Physical	
  Fences	
  and	
  Digital	
  Divides”	
  (Dec	
  2018)

• How	
  to	
  use	
  social	
  media	
  and	
  other	
  online	
  resources	
  to	
  reduce	
  hard	
  in	
  migration	
  journeys,	
  and	
  
in	
  particular	
  in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  detention	
  and	
  migration	
  control?	
  

• GDP	
  experience	
  with	
  Facebook	
  and	
  online	
  database	
  of	
  detention	
  centrres

• Other	
  recent	
  initiatives:	
  TechFugees,	
  AppCID (Eve	
  Lester/New	
  South	
  Wales	
  Aliens	
  Hub	
  for	
  
Technology	
  and	
  Innovation)
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SOCIAL MEDIA in DETENTION: The Case of Behrouz Boochani



TECHFUGEES Guiding Principles
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1.	
  Start	
  with	
  displaced	
  people (#HumanCenteredDesign)

2.	
  From	
  refugees	
  to	
  Techfugees (#Empowerment)

3.	
  Don’t	
  collect	
  data	
  for	
  data’s	
  sake! (#DataGovernance &	
  #Transparency)

4.	
  Sharing	
  is	
  caring (#OpenSource)

5.	
  Because	
  we	
  are	
  all	
  in	
  this	
  together (#InclusiveTech)
.
6.	
  Good	
  intentions	
  are	
  great	
  to	
  start	
  with	
  but	
  sustainability	
  is	
  the	
  key	
  to	
  real	
  impact (#Sustainability)

7.	
  Integration	
  isn’t	
  just	
  a	
  refugee	
  issue,	
  but	
  a	
  political	
  problem	
  too
(#HumanRightsBasedApproach)

8. Remember:	
  Tech	
  is	
  just	
  a	
  tool
(#NoSolutionism)
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Factors	
  that	
  vary	
  use	
  of	
  social	
  media,	
  ICTs	
  and	
  other	
  technologies	
  during	
  
migration:	
  
-­‐ Age
-­‐ Nationality
-­‐ Literacy/education	
  rate
-­‐ Socio-­‐economic/class	
  dynamics	
  in	
  origin	
  country
-­‐ Internet	
  and	
  ICT	
  penetration	
  rates	
  in	
  origin	
  country
-­‐ Pre-­‐existing	
  awareness	
  of	
  migratory	
  risks	
  on	
  given	
  route
-­‐ Smuggling	
  modus	
  operandi	
  on	
  a	
  given	
  route
-­‐ Distance
-­‐ Individual	
  vs.	
  collective	
  migratory	
  aspirations
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