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OUR LATEST PUBLICATIONS

Physical Fences and Digital Divides: Final Report of the Global Detention Project Special Investigation into the
Uses of Electronic Media in Today’s Migration Journeys
Smartphones, social media platforms, and other tech tools are today “migrant essentials” that can assist people in making
life-saving decisions and bring public attention to abuses that migrants and refugees face as they confront the world’s
increasingly militarised borders. But they can also be exploited by unscrupulous actors in harmful ways and mislead people
at perilous moments in their journeys. This GDP special report documents the trajectory and impact of this “tech turn” that
has exploded since the onset of the refugee “crisis,” exploring new tools that have emerged in recent years, the uses of
these tools by people on the move in key hotspots in the Mediterranean region, and the array of critiques and concerns that
have arisen as some of the early excitement and promise of digital humanitarianism have begun to fade. What lessons
should we draw from this “tech turn”? In what ways can social media and other digital tools be used to reduce harms
suffered by migrants and refugees? And is there a future for digital humanitarianism?

Read the full report

Immigration Detention in Romania:
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Read the full report

Read the full report

Submission to the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT): North
Macedonia
ahead of its visit to North Macedonia in December. The submission draws attention to critical developments in the
country since the government extended a state of emergency in 2018, which provides for military police patrols along
the country’s borders. The submission also highlights reports indicating border guards hold refugees at ad hoc “transit”
camps, lack of data on the numbers of immigration detainees, misleading language in the 2018 Law on International
and Temporary Protection that refers to detention as “limitation on freedom of movement,” and concerns about
detainees' access to legal assistance.

Read the full report
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The Use of Private Military and Security

Immigration Detention under the Global
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Compacts in the Light of Refugee and
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The European Union Returns Directive
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and its Compatibility with International
Human Rights Law
In her new book “The European Union
Returns Directive and its Compatibility with
International Human Rights Law: Analysis
of Return Decision, Entry Ban, Detention,
and Removal” (Brill, 2020), GDP
Researcher Izabella Majcher undertakes a
thorough human rights assessment of the
EU Returns Directive. Exploring several
protection gaps in EU return policy that
may result in violations of migrants’ rights,
she highlights how the provisions of the
Directive should be implemented in line
with member states’ human rights
obligations. Read more.

Private Prison Labour: Paradox or
Possibility?
In an article for the Journal of Law and
Jurisprudence, GDP Fellow Mario Guido
argues that in designing a system of private
prison labour, compliance with the
requirements of the Forced Labour
Convention is a necessary step to avoid the
exploitation of prisoners and to protect
human rights. In analysing France, Germany,
and Australia, Guido identifies the French
system as the most compatible with the
Convention and proposes a model
framework that complies with the norm and
serves the objectives of modern penal
systems. Read more.

Global Study on Children Deprived of

Twentieth Anniversary of the Mandate of

Liberty: States Must End Immigration

the UN Special Rapporteur on the Human

Detention of Children and Families
On 20 November, the UN Independent
Expert on Children Deprived of Liberty,
Manfred Nowak, released the Global Study
on Children Deprived of Liberty. This study is
the result of years of work by Nowak, with
assistance provided by numerous external
advisers and experts, including GDP staﬀ
members, evaluating all forms of deprivation
of liberty of children—including children in
migration-related situations. Acknowledging

Rights of Migrants
On 12-13 November, the UN Special
Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants
held an event in Mexico City commemorating
the mandate’s 20 years of work protecting
the human rights of migrants. The
conference included a presentation by the
GDP’s Executive Director Michael Flynn, as
part of a panel discussing how we can best
build a rights-based approach to migration
governance. Read more.

the clear trend in authoritative law and
opinion regarding the necessity of prohibiting
child immigration detention, the study makes
various important recommendations. Read
more.
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