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NOTES ON USING THIS PROFILE
* Sources for the data provided in this report are available online at:
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/africa/kenya
* "Observation Dates" indicate the timeframe statistical data correspond to or other data were last
validated. More than one statistical entry for a year indicates contrasting reports.
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STATISTICS
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9.55 2016 12,884 2019
12.29 2014 18,214 2016
12.06 2013 21,519 2014
13.81 2012 21,571 2013
21,242 2012
70.9 2013 18,500 2018
20,000 2016
20,000 2015

DOMESTIC LAW

Customary law

Common law 2017

Muslim law

Kenya Citizenship and Immigration Act 2011 _

2015

Unlawful presence outside designated refugee camp

Unauthorized entry 1095 2015

Unauthorised stay

Right to legal counsel

Right to appeal the lawfulness of detention Yes 2016
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VULNERABLE PERSONS

Name In Law In Practice Observation Date
Is the detention of
vulnerable persons Asylum seekers Yes 2014
provided in law? Are
they detained in Accompanied minors Prohibited Yes 2014
practice? ) - —
Unaccompanied minors Prohibited Yes 2014

COVID-19 UPDATES

Observation

Update Status Date

Irregular migrants in Kenya are detained in immigration holding facilities, but also in prisons or in
general police custody. The conditions in Kenya’s prisons are worrying, as migrants may face
assault and sexual abuse, with limited legal assistance. The National Council for the Administration
of Justice announced on 2 April the release of 4,000 prisoners convicted of minor offenses. Human
rights groups have expressed alarm over the government’s response to the Covid-19 crisis,
pointing to a surge in police violence and exceedingly strict containment measures. On 29 April,
the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights accused Kenyan authorities of using quarantine
as punishment. The commission said that “the rounding up of citizens by security agents for
breaking the curfew rules is likely to exacerbate the pandemic.” Since 27 March 2020, a
countrywide curfew was put in place to combat Covid-19 outbreaks. Individuals are not allowed to 2020
leave their homes from 7pm to 5am and any transgression of this measure may result in
imprisonment. It is also mandatory to wear a face mask in public and the non-respect of this rule
may lead to a fine up to 20,000 KES and imprisonment for up to six months. In Kakuma refugee
camp, which hosts more than 194,000 refugees and asylum seekers, the curfew also applies.
Kenyan authorities announced on 26 April a 21 days extension of the curfew. The Kenyan Red
Cross and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) distributed soaps along with
devices to wash hands in prisons. Along with these sanitary measures, visits in prisons are
suspended until 11 May. The Nairobi prison has been under full lockdown since 28 March, a
decision which was met with protests from prison staff.

INTERNATIONAL LAW

Latest Update

Relevant international treaties and date of ratification
Name Ratification Year

CRPD, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2008
CTOCTP, Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Pur)ish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women 2005

and Children
CTOCSP, Protocql agains.t the Smuggl_ing of Migrants by La.nd, Sea an(_i Air, sgpplementing the 2005

United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

ICERD, International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 2001
CAT, Convention against Torture and Othgr Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 1997

International treaties Punishment
CRC, Convention on the Rights of the Child 1990
CEDAW, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 1984
PCRSR, Protocol to the Geneva Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees 1981
ICCPR, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1972
ICESCR, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 1972
CRSR, Geneva Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees 1966
VCCR, Vienna Convention on Consular Relations 1965
Ratio of relevant international treaties ratified 12/19
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ACHPR, African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights

ACRWOC, African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child

APRW, Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights on
the Rights of Women in Africa (Maputo Protocol)
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