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23 June 2025

Human Rights Committee (CCPR)

Informal Briefing on Kazakhstan

Oral Submission by Abdelaziz Muhamat, Global Detention Project, concerning the Joint
Submission by the Global Detention Project and International Legal Initiative
Thank you for this opportunity to address the Committee regarding the treatment of migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers in Kazakhstan. Reports of arbitrary detention, deportation, and mistreatment of non-citizens highlight the urgent need for Kazakhstan to align its immigration policies with international human rights standards.
Since 2024, Kazakhstan has intensified crackdowns on irregular migrants, particularly targeting Tajik and Uzbek nationals. Following the Moscow Crocus City Hall terrorist attack, authorities conducted widespread raids, leading to the detention and deportation of over 1,200 migrants, many of whom were banned from re-entering for five years. However, there is little transparency regarding the conditions of their detention, raising concerns about due process violations and mistreatment.
Additionally, non-citizens have been disproportionately targeted during periods of social unrest. During the January 2022 "Qandy Qantar" protests, migrants and asylum seekers were among those arbitrarily arrested, with many subjected to torture, including beatings, electric shocks, and other forms of abuse. Despite recent convictions of law enforcement officers for torture, many victims—particularly Uzbek migrants—have yet to receive adequate compensation.
In light of these concerns, we urge the Committee to call on Kazakhstan to:
1. Urge the State to disclose detailed, disaggregated statistics on detained migrants, asylum seekers, and refugees, including facility names, locations, and detention conditions.
2. Demand that the authorities immediately halt all forms of torture and ill-treatment, conduct thorough investigations into reported abuses, and hold perpetrators accountable through legal action. 
3. Ensure all individuals subjected to mistreatment by law enforcement must receive fair and adequate compensation, regardless of nationality or immigration status.
4. Establishing a standardized mechanism for referring asylum seekers at the border to relevant authorities, implemented a safeguard against refoulement, and ensured compliance with international protection obligations.
5. Encourage Kazakhstan to fully adhere to international legal commitments prohibiting expulsions, deportations, and extraditions where individuals face persecution or serious harm, aligning domestically and with global refugee protection standards.
6. Urge the State party to recognize that human rights obligations under international law take precedence over regional and bilateral agreements, and ensure refugee protection is not undermined.
7. Halt the suppression of human rights defenders and politically motivated detentions of vulnerable individuals, guaranteeing fair asylum procedures and legal protections.
In conclusion
Kazakhstan must urgently reform its immigration policies to fully safeguard the rights of migrants, asylum seekers, refugees, and human rights defenders, ensuring strict adherence to international human rights obligations under international law. 
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